It is obvious that I am indebted to the innumerable skilled and devoted persons who devised, planned, arranged, supported, and attended this unusual meeting.
conversion to a full 4-year course was started. Instruction in anatomy lasted 2 years. In 1926, when I entered the same school, the dissections lasted only 11/2 years. In 1937, when my brother Leonard entered, it lasted I year. In 1979, when his son John studied at the University of Utah, anatomical dissections lasted only a few months.
In elementary school in New York, I started to study German, but with American entry into World War I, patriotic politicians canceled the course. In high school, no politician interfered with 4 years of Latin (compressed into 31/22 years). Greek was requested, but was unavailable. Perhaps the aid of city hall should have been invoked.
We had French at home with our mother and with governesses. We had several years of ancient and modern Hebrew at home, for reasons of tradition and not for religion. Favorite biblical books were Genesis, Exodus, and Ecclesiastes.
I was admitted to Harvard College in 1920 but, since our father considered me too young for Cambridge, entry was postponed to 1921, just before my 15th birthday. In the autumn of 1922, as a sophomore student, I unexpectedly found enough courage to attend one of President Abbott Lawrence Lowell's receptions, held in the presidential mansion. Here, I heard one sentence directed to me. Mr.
Lowell said, "Were I you, and intending to enter medicine, I should concentrate in anything but chemistry or zoology." Perceiving that this was important advice, I escaped from the reception, ran back to the lodging house, tore up all the plans, and changed to a concentration in English literature. Courses in chemistry, required for admission to medical school, therefore had to be taken in the summers. This was done mostly at Columbia, and anthropology and elementary Greek were added. At the Harvard summer school in 1924, there was a fetching course in elementary Anglo-Saxon.
The winter and spring sessions in Cambridge, although devoted mainly to English literature, managed to include elementary German, advanced French, and 2 years of Latin. A thoroughly traditional course in history strove to include everything that happened between the fall of Rome and the Wednesday preceding the final examination. There was not a word about the nature or purposes or values of history. This led to an oath that I would never touch history again.
One of the summer courses in chemistry dealt with a branch of knowledge that has disappeared, colloid chemistry.
A supplementary year at Columbia led to a master's degree in Latin; it was stretched to include advanced Anglo-Saxon and the history of Italian painting.
The subsequent summer, spent at the American Academy in Rome, was devoted to Roman monuments and aroused the desire (in pectore) for the study of Italian. almost all of which were European, showed that the basis of sound knowledge of internal medicine was pathology--a conclusion based on historical inquiry, whether or not this aspect was consciously apparent to the young inquirer at that time.
Good fortune then provided an opening for 2 years in the pathology department of Johns Hopkins, directed--1 year after the death of Dr. William Welch--by Drs. William MacCallum and Arnold Rich. Both men were acute observers and remarkable teachers. MacCallum, while a medical student, had discovered exflagellation of the malaria parasite and later had made an important contribution to knowledge of the parathyroids. Rich was a leading investigator of allergy and immunity. At the start of each academic year, the young instructor was given his own group of a dozen second-year students to lead through the entire course.
In addition, one took turns on the lecture platform. FECI QUOD POTUI FACIANT MELIORA POTENTES.
